2019/20
Annual Review

York Museums Trust

York Museums Trust

York Museums Trust

Mission

Our Vision

“York Museums Trust
shares collections, gardens,
buildings, art and stories
for learning, enjoyment
and wellbeing. Rooted in
York and Yorkshire, we look
outwards nationally and
globally. As a charity, our
income enables the Trust
to care for heritage and to
benefit all.”

“To work together with audiences and
communities to inspire, to share and to care
for cultural heritage.”

Our Headline Priorities
Headline priorities for the coming years continue to be:
›	
Survive the Covid-19 crisis and reopen sites to audiences and communities.
›	
Adopt a visitor first approach, with all decisions taken with the visitors’
needs in mind.
›	
Progress two capital projects: the Castle Transformation Project and the
Collections Development and Storage Project.
“Visiting the gallery is a great
experience – welcoming and
friendly staff, and they do
some excellent exhibitions.”
Tripadvisor review

›	
Deliver excellent, high quality, audience-focussed programming that
drives visitors, raises our profile, meets our Creative Case and showcases
York Museums Trust’s collections, sites and stories.
›	
lncrease our resilience by expanding enterprises and fundraising activities,
investing in our people, and caring for our environment.
›	
lmprove York and York Museums Trust’s profiles through local, regional,
national and international leadership and partnership to maximise
York Museums Trust’s impact.

2

3

York Museums Trust

York Museums Trust
York Museums Trust is an independent charity founded in 2002 to be responsible for
York Castle Museum, York Art Gallery, the Yorkshire Museum, York Museum Gardens
and York St Mary’s on behalf of City of York Council.
All Designated as nationally important, York Museums Trust collections cover
archaeology, natural history, social history, costume and textile, military,
and art including the world’s largest collection of British studio ceramics.
All the museums occupy listed buildings and and we look after two Scheduled
Monuments. The museums managed by the Trust have been awarded
Full Accreditation with the Arts Council England’s Accreditation Scheme
and we are a National Portfolio Organisation.
York Museums Trust is a registered Charity and company limited
by guarantee.
York Museums Trust welcomes in excess of 500,000 visitors
across our three main sites annually, with an estimated
1.7 million annual visitors to York Museum Gardens.
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Chair’s Foreword
I am pleased to present a report on the charity’s activities for the financial year
2O19/2O, a year marked by many wonderful activities but overshadowed in
its last few weeks by the implications of COVID-19.
Reyahn King, CEO, and her senior leadership team continue to drive
forward the charity’s headline priorities and in particular, its most
ambitious priority, the redevelopment of York Castle Museum. Working
with City of York Council, significant progress has been made on the
Castle Gateway regeneration and the museum’s redevelopment
plans. Using external funding from the City of York Council and
the Local Enterprise Partnership, a design team were appointed
to work with the project team on the initial design phase
to create one of the UK’s great museums and anchor the
revitalisation of York’s most historic quarter.
It has been a privilege to work more closely with such
a talented and committed team and, as part of the
board of trustees, help support them through
governance and our collective skills, experience
and expertise. I would like to thank the trustees
who have left us recently for the generosity
of their time and expertise and take the
opportunity to welcome the trustees
joining the board who bring a wealth of
new skills and experiences.

James Grierson
Chair of Trustees

Compared with just a few years ago, York Museums
Trust now receives a very much smaller proportion of
its income from public sector funding. The Trust has
become increasingly effective at generating revenue
from admissions, charitable donations and from
retail, catering and venue hire and I would like to pay
tribute to the essential work done in this area by our
dedicated staff and our Enterprises Board. lndeed,
without the hard work and dedication of all the staff,
volunteers and my fellow board members the Trust’s
many successes would not have been achieved.
This work ethic and commitment to the Trust’s mission
will be instrumental as we moved forward. Towards
the end of the year (March), due to the COVID-19
pandemic, York Museums Trust sadly had to close
its doors to its museums, gallery and gardens. At
the time of writing this report, I expect that the next
two years will be very challenging for the Trust as
an organisation. The board and senior leadership
team are committed to sustaining this vital charity
and using our wonderful collections to continue
to inspire our residents and visitors and we are all
enormously grateful to the generosity of people who
are providing such valuable financial support during
the current crisis.
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Excellence and Ambition
The year started with one of York Art Gallery’s most successful
shows, Ruskin, Turner & The Storm Cloud: Watercolours
and Drawings. The exhibition celebrated the 200th
anniversary of artist and art critic John Ruskin. More than
31,000 people visited the exhibition during its run in York,
which saw an average of more than 360 people per day, the
highest since the reopening of the Gallery in 2015.
Other big names followed - Making a Masterpiece: Bouts and
Beyond focused on Dieric Bouts’ Saint Luke Drawing the Virgin
and Child while Nicolas Poussin’s The Triumph of Pan, one of
the National Gallery’s most significant works, came to York as
part of The National Gallery Masterpiece Tour 2019.
We would like to sincerely thank the Trustees of York
Conservation Trust for the gift and conservation of the two
centaurs that were displayed alongside Poussin’s ‘The Triumph
of Pan’.
The gallery continued its commitment to bringing exciting
and thought provoking contemporary art to the city with the
Aesthetica Art Prize and the wonderful exhibition Sounds
Like Her. The latter, curated by Christine Eyene, showcased
art by women from culturally diverse backgrounds exploring
sound as a subject and a medium.
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Harland Miller: York, So Good They Named lt Once saw the internationally-recognised
artist present some of his best-known works alongside new paintings in his largest solo
show to date. We were delighted that he chose York as the only venue for the exhibition,
which attracted thousands of people and national press coverage when it was launched in
February 2020.
ln the Artists Garden, another internationally acclaimed artist with roots in York held his
first major exhibition in the city in May 2019. Michael Lyons’, Ancient and Modern, placed
nine sculptures inspired by nature, myth and ancient cultures, within the beautiful gardens
surrounded by the walls of St Mary’s Abbey. Sadly Michael, who worked from Cawood,
North Yorkshire, died suddenly in April 2019, but the exhibition, which runs until spring 2021,
remains a fitting tribute to his brilliant work.

At the Yorkshire Museum, the incredible
discovery, urgent fundraising appeal and
eventual purchase saw a true treasure return
to York. The 800 year old Figure of Christ,
originally belonging to the monks of York’s
St Mary’s Abbey, returned to the city for the first
time in two centuries after it went for auction
in Germany. lts purchase was the result of a
brilliant team effort and created significant
media coverage.
Without funding from Arts Council England,
City of York Council, Heritage Lottery Fund,
other stakeholders, local supporters and
members, visitors and the expertise of our
staff and volunteers, these successes would
not have been possible and we would like to
thank you for your contribution to the work of
York Museums Trust.
Reyahn King
Chief Executive, York Museum Trust
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“Really interesting collection here, with
great exhibition spaces thoughtfully
curated. Very impressive and extensive
ceramic show. Friendly and informative
staff. Spent around 4 hrs here and enjoyed
it tremendously, a memorable visit.”

Engaged Audiences
Our visitor numbers were largely on track for the period up
to Christmas 2019. However from January 2020 consumer
confidence started to decline and trips and travel also
declined given a mixture of severe flooding in Yorkshire which
had national coverage and the impact of the start of the
Coronavirus pandemic. As a result of government instructions
on COVID-19 we closed all of our sites on 17 March 2020.

The annual Visit England, Visitor Attraction Quality Scheme
mystery visit was undertaken and we met our targets by
improving or maintaining the scores at all the sites. At York
Castle Museum the score was 80%, at Yorkshire Museum and
Gardens it was 81% and at York Art Gallery 92%.

Tripadvisor review

Visitor numbers at York St Mary’s were boosted in 2019/20 as a
result of the long running popular Van Gogh experience which
was hosted by Immersive Hub.
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Visitors and Volunteers

York Museums Trust volunteers have contributed…
hours in

462,184
visitors engaged with our attractions

1,651,508
visitors to York Museum Gardens

17,527 Twelve
“Kirkgate was fantastic,
unique and engaging
with passionate staff
really adding to our
experience.”

Months

Visitor comment card

240,913
visitors to York Castle Museum

73,031
visitors to York Art Gallery
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105,503
visitors to the Yorkshire Museum

42,737
visitors to York St Mary’s

“Really interesting
collection here [York
Art Gallery], with
great exhibition spaces
thoughtfully curated.”
Tripadvisor review

hours at

8,554 York Castle
Museum

2,113
1,422
2,170

2,170

hours at the

5,438 Yorkshire
Museum

hours at York Art Gallery
hours behind the scenes in generic
roles across the sites
visitor-facing activities delivered
across all sites

Visitor-facing activities
delivered tacross all sites
11

York Museums Trust

York Museums Trust

“York Art Gallery is a delight… wherever
you are in the gallery and whether
you’re looking at the permanent artwork
or temporary installations the whole
experience is wonderful.”

Recognition and Awards
It was a year for celebration as
we continued to be recognised
with awards that celebrate
all that the Trust has to offer.
These achievements endorse all
the hard work that goes on behind
the scenes of our organisation
and highlight that our museums
and galleries are outstanding and
show imagination, innovation
and excellence.

Tripadvisor review

York Museum Gardens
Won a Yorkshire

in Bloom Platinum Award in 2019 for the fifth year in succession.

York Art Gallery

Was shortlisted for Partnership of the Year Award at the Museums and Heritage Awards for
the exhibition When All is Quiet: Kaiser Chiefs in Conversation with York Art Gallery.

Yorkshire Museum
Won the Excellence

in Media Arts Award at the York Cultural Awards in 2019.

York Venues

Was shortlisted for Best Venue (city) and Best
the North of England Wedding Awards.

Wedding Coordinator in

“The setting of the Yorkshire museum is lovely with remains of St Mary’s
Abbey along one side of the expansive gardens. The museum is packed with
remains of York’s Roman town and shows what an important city York has
always been. An excellent introduction to any visit to the city.”
Tripadvisor review
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Support and Enthusiasm
York Castle Museum

Yorkshire Museum

York Museum Gardens

York Art Gallery

“A brilliant museum which brings the
history of York to life! So many original
artefacts and whole streets created to
replicate certain decades.”

“We visited this museum first upon
arriving in York – turned out to be the best
introduction to the long history of this area.
Highly recommended!”

“A great place to visit that was highly
recommended and didn’t disappoint.
Friendly, helpful staff who were
knowledgeable and keen to chat. We loved
the cobbled street especially which was
worth the entrance cost alone.”

“If you are at all interested in the history
of Yorkshire and England, this is the
place to go.”

“My partner and I found the Yorkshire
Museum Gardens a wonderful haven to
retreat to in York, when the hustle and
bustle had become to much. It is a tranquil
and beautiful garden, where one can catch
ones breath and recharge ones batteries.
Highly recommended.”

“This art gallery is a gem, both in terms of
the building itself and also the exhibits.
There is a whole range of paintings,
including a superb Lowry, and a fantastic
range of pottery. The gallery has visiting
exhibitions too, and we struck really lucky
in that regard. Staff are friendly and happy
to help. A really positive experience.”

“This is a really well thought out museum
with lots of really interesting rooms. Had
a great afternoon here and would gladly
come here again. One of the highlights of
our trip to York.”
“Absolutely fantastic all round! Every area
was informative, interesting and exciting.
To literally be surrounded by so much
history was a truly wonderful experience!
The Victorian streets and the old jail were
definitely the highlights, and the guide
within them was brilliant.”
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“The Yorkshire museum is an interesting
place to go and visit! It has Roman and
Viking architecture and the staff are
friendly and knowledgeable!”
“This is a little museum but quite a gem!
Nice collection of Viking, Roman and
other artifacts. A good place to see for
history buffs.”

“The gardens are beautiful at any time of
year and in any weather. Well laid out,
much to see and lots of history to soak up”

27,870
Children enjoyed school trips at
York Museums Trust attractions

“The ceramics on display were some of
the best the UK has to offer. This was a
wonderful surprise.”

12,675
Active YMT Card holders

664
Workshops took place across all sites
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Partnerships
York Museums Trust has worked in partnership with national and international
museums to bring spectacular loans and fascinating tours to York.
We have also worked with academics, local community groups and schools,
offering a platform to share their stories and work with our collections.

York Art Gallery
Sounds Like Her – Gender, sound art and sonic cultures opened on 13 July 2019
and closed on 15 September 2019. This exhibition was an Arts Council England
funded National Touring Exhibition developed by New Art Exchange. Curated
by Christine Eyene, the ground breaking exhibition explored how women artists
from culturally diverse backgrounds use sound as a subject and a medium.
Making a Masterpiece: Bouts and Beyond ran from 11 October 2019 to
26 January 2020. The exhibition took its inspiration from an important late
fifteenth-century work on loan from The Bowes Museum. The exhibition
included digital engagement and volunteer interpretation: these activities and
the exhibition itself was funded by National Lottery Heritage Fund thanks to
the generosity of Lottery players.
The Anthony Shaw Collection was curated and redisplayed in 2019 by pupils
from Burton Green Primary School. The pupils also produced their own works
displayed alongside the objects that inspired them.
Gillian Lowndes – On the Edge opened on 23 November 2019 and showcases
over 40 works drawn from CoCA’s collection alongside loans from the
Anthony Shaw Collection – many of which have never been on public display.
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Harland Miller: York, So Good They Named It Once opened on 14 February
2020 and was delivered in partnership with the White Cube gallery. We were
sad that it opened for a short period only before COVID-19 forced closure.
The National Gallery’s Masterpiece Tour, featuring Nicolas Poussin’s
‘The Triumph of Pan’, ran from 13 July – 22 September 2019 in partnership
with The National Gallery. Taking inspiration from this masterpiece, as part
of the National Gallery’s ‘Take One Picture’ scheme, York Art Gallery also
partnered with Danesgate Community School and Osbaldwick Primary
Academy to create work which was display in the Project Gallery.

York Castle Museum
Museum of Broken Relationships opened on 22 March 2019, a 12 month
exhibition from Zagreb. The exhibition showcased objects form the famous
Museums of Broken Relationships collection, as well as incorporating an open
public call for Yorkshire people to contribute their own objects and stories.

York St Mary’s
At York St Mary’s we partnered with Immersive Hub to premiere
Van Gogh: The Immersive Experience on 5 July 2019. The experience
which includes projection and VR has proved popular, is a great way
to introduce the work of Van Gogh to a wide audience.
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“Had a wonderful time at the Roman Festival
in York this weekend. My little girl particularly
enjoyed the craft activities run by
York Museums Trust”
Twitter
York Museums Trust shares expertise. We provide accreditation monitoring
for other museums, mentoring for Arts Marketing Association and Touring
Exhibitions Group, and we run a Subject Specialist Network open to people in
and beyond museums. We are part of the National Museum Directors Council
and the English Civic Museums Network.
The Chief Executive is chair of the York Cultural Leaders Group and is
leading in the delivery of the York Culture Strategy. She is also a trustee of
Crafts Council and New Art Exchange. The Ceramics Curator is a trustee of the
York Stained Glass Centre.
York Museums Trust co-ordinate Culture and Wellbeing York, a cultural
commissioning consortium of organisations providing cultural activity for
wellbeing as a pilot project funded by City of York Council.
The Eboracum Roman Festival 2019 saw York Museums Trust work with
a number of organisations including the University of York, Make it York,
Owl Adventures, and Roman Tours.
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Sharing our Collections
York Museums Trust collections have been touring the globe, increasing awareness of the Trust
and showcasing our exceptional works to an international audience. Highlights include:

130,000 visitors

340,000 visitors

58,987 visitors

‘Christ Stilleth the Tempest’ by John Martin,
was lent to LWL-Museum fur Kunst und Kultur,
Westfalisches Landesmuseum, Münster for
the exhibition Turner: Horror and Delight.

‘Portrait of Monsignor Agucchi’ by
Domenichino Zampieri, went on display at
Kunsthistorisches Museum, Vienna, for the
exhibition Caravaggio and Bernini:
The Discovery of Emotions.

John Singer Sargent’s ‘Lady Helen Vincent,
Later Viscountess D’Abernon’, was loaned to
the National Portrait Gallery, Washington DC
for the exhibition John Singer Sargent:
Portraits in Charcoal.

67,022 visitors

18,435 visitors

David Hockney’s ‘Egyptian Head
Disappearing into Descending Clouds’, was
exhibited at The Hepworth Wakefield for the
exhibition Alan Davie & Hockney:
Early Works.

William Powell Frith’s ‘Study for Many
Happy Returns of the Day’, went on display
at The Mercer Art Gallery for the exhibition
William Powell Frith: The People’s Painter.

4,500 visitors

35,128 visitors

‘22 ceramics’ by Hans Coper were lent to Oregon Jewish Museum
and The Center for Holocaust Education for the display Hans Coper: Less
Means More.

30 replica lithic implements made by ‘Flint Jack’ went on display
at The Henry Moore Institute for Yorkshire Sculpture International,
20 June – 29 September 2019.

12,746 visitors

54,502 visitors

In February 2019 an Anglo-Scandinavian saddlebow was displayed by
York Archaeological Trust for the JORVIK Viking Festival 2020

James Pryde’s ‘The Untouchables’, featured in the exhibition
The Beggarstaffs: James Pryde and William Nicholson at
The Fitzwilliam Museum.

We are one of the small number of UK based heritage organisations to offer fully
openly licensed digital content (including high resolution assets) of its collections
items to fully promote access and engagement.

14,732
High resolution images produced through the
York Museums Trust digitisation programme.

2,510,495
Page views on the Art UK site.

36,522,208
Page views of our collections on Wikipedia.
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Sharing our knowledge
The Portable Antiquities Scheme

Museum Development Yorkshire

Rebecca Griffiths, Finds Liaison Officer for the Portable Antiquities Scheme, continues to be based at the
Yorkshire Museum. On average Rebecca is in contact with over 100 people per month. The vast majority
are metal detectorists reporting finds, but she also liaises with land owners, gardeners and walkers who
have objects to report. Some of the Yorkshire Museum’s star objects have been found through metal
detecting and the post is a vital link between enthusiasts and museums.

Museum Development Yorkshire is part of York Museums Trust, funded
by Arts Council England, to provide advice and support for museums in
Yorkshire and the Humber.

From April 2019 to March 2020, 2686 objects were recorded, with 50 declared as treasure. The below are
treasures that were originally reported to the scheme, and subsequently acquired by the Yorkshire Museum:
Roman Brooch
An incomplete copper-alloy Trumpet brooch
with applied silver wire decoration of Roman
date, c. AD 75 – 175.
Coin Hoard
Approximately 22 medieval long cross pennies
dating to the period AD 1280 – 1399.
Pendant
A silver gilt pendant depicting Charles I on one
side and a crowned shield of Great Britain on
the other, dating from the Post Medieval Period,
about AD 1625 – 1660.
Early Medieval Finger Ring
A complete gold finger ring of Early-Medieval
date, c.AD 800 – 925.

Early Medieval Jewellery
A fragment of silver rod or ingot, probably
originally part of an Early Medieval decorated
armring, later cut for use as Viking hack-silver,
and is decorated on the outer face
with stamped marks.
Pilgrim Badge
A cast lead object in the form of a stylised
scallop shell, probably a Medieval to
Post Medieval pilgrim badge dating
from AD 1400 - 1600.
Early Medieval Brooch
An incomplete copper alloy, trefoil plate brooch
dating from the Early Medieval period, AD 850
to AD 950.

In 2019-20 Museum Development Yorkshire:
› Supported 162 regional museums across Yorkshire.	
› B
 y March 2020, 178 museums were participating in the
Northern Museums Volunteer Pass Scheme.
›	Delivered 38 professional development sessions
to over 670 participants, reaching 86 Accredited
museum sites.
›	Awarded over £29,000 in Small Grants to
14 museums.

Hedon Museum, in East Yorkshire secured Museum Development
Yorkshire funding of £3,000 towards a much improved stair lift for
their active, volunteer-run museum. Hedon’s “Upstairs for Everybody”
project showed that a replacement stair lift was needed to give full
access to the museum’s facilities for both volunteers and visitors,
including people from local care homes.

‘Amy Johnson Mouse’ by Kathryn Ashcroft.
Image courtesy of Hedon Museum.

22

23

PR headlines
18

o take
using
ndow
heard.
took
f reches to

ution,
nown
year a
m, to
n’t pay
by the
nd the

1G M

Tuesday April 2 2019 | the times

News
DANNY LAWSON/PA

Musk goes
ape with rap
about gorilla

The Press

Country Life

Tom Knowles

Gathering clouds To mark
the
200th anniversary of John Ruskin’s birth York Art Gallery is running Ruskin, Turner and the Storm Cloud, Watercolours and Drawings
26
Daily Express Friday, September 20, 2019
DX1ST

The Big Issue
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ANTHONY CLAVANE:

I’m angry
that Boris has
appropriated
superhero

Brad Pitt blasts into space // Youth ballet’s
Swan Lake // Celebrating The Cult’s classic

16-PAGE SUPPLEMENT INSIDE

defendants being arrested. While no
money was ever handed over, that
doesn’t matter because this case concerns the existence of the plan.”
Ms Wood had met the player after he
sent her a message on social media in
2017. He sent her money to book a hotel
room on three occasions, the court was
told. Ms Wood sat on the bed with the
footballer, who took off his designer
tracksuit and Rolex watch. Two men
entered the room a short time later.
“The complainant exited via the
window in his underpants,” Mr Jones
said. “His partner received a message
from him telling her to lock all the doors
because he had been robbed.”
At 10.20pm the player received a text
message from Ms Wood’s phone saying:
“I don’t really want to expose you to the
media but if you don’t respond within
24 hours, then you leave me no choice.”
Giving evidence to the jury via video
link, the footballer told the jury that he
had been left “a bit panicky” by the incident and had told his partner about his
liaisons with the woman.
Ms Wood claimed that Tyrone Coleman had arranged for her to meet his
brother and Mr Rowe. Nathan Coleman, of Sussex, denies conspiracy to
blackmail and two charges of theft relating to the watch and tracksuit. Tyrone Coleman, of Birmingham, denies
conspiracy to blackmail. Mr Rowe, of
Birmingham, denies conspiracy to
blackmail and theft.
The trial continues.

DANNY LAWSON/PA

The 750-year-old figurine
was buried to keep it away
from Henry VIII’s clutches

Icon lost for
200 years
comes home

The Times

A

tiny figure of
Christ created
in France,
hidden from
Henry VIII,
lost for three centuries
and then spirited to

Germany is returning
home (David Sanderson
writes).
The 16cm figurine has
been hailed as an
“incredibly rare survival
of the destructive

dissolution of the
monasteries”.
Yorkshire Museum,
built on the site of York’s
medieval St Mary’s
Abbey, has raised the
funds to buy it with the
help of the Arts Council
England/V&A Purchase
Grant Fund. Lucy
Creighton, the museum’s
curator of archaeology,
said it was a rare survival
of the “turbulence” of
Henry’s reign.
Produced in Limoges in
the 13th century, the
figure was bought by the
abbey’s monks as part of
a refurbishment. Later, as
Henry VIII went on his
raids, it was wrapped and
buried to keep it safe.
It was rediscovered in
1826 amid the ruins of
the abbey but somehow
ended up in a collection
in Aachen, Germany. A
specialist in Limoges
enamel art discovered
that it had recently been
sold at auction in
Germany for €8,500 to an
art dealer before, in
another stroke of luck, it
came to the attention of
the York museum.
The figure of Christ is
now close to where it
would have been on view
about 750 years ago.
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Deep-rooted regional and economic
divides need urgent attention – Labour
ROB PARSONS and
GERALDINE SCOTT

POLITICAL CORRESPONDENTS

■Email: rob.parsons@jpimedia.co.uk

THE UK faces a “tipping point”
in its economic performance irrespective of what happens with
Brexit because of its deep-rooted
regional inequalities, a major report warns today.
The UK2070 Commission
chaired by Lord Kerslake, the
former head of the Civil Service, says economic divides across
the UK will worsen unless the
Government addresses failings
in regional policy going back 50
years.
The warning comes as new research by Labour suggests the
richest 10 per cent of Londoners
have more than one-and-a-half
times more wealth than the entire Yorkshire and the Humber
region. Jeremy Corbyn said the
analysis of Oﬃce of National Statistics data, released before his
party’s conference this weekend,
lays bare the “dramatic scale” of
inequality in the UK.
In its second report, ‘Moving
Up The Gears’, the commission
says Ministers must urgently develop a long-term vision for the
UK. Lord Kerslake says it must
decisively address deprivation,
unlock regional economic potential and confront the challenges
presented by climate change and
new technologies.
The commission’s independent inquiry into city and regional
inequalities has identiﬁed seven national priorities for action
which it says are needed to avoid
the UK’s divisions widening further.
These include handing decisions about regional economies to
local leaders across the board, not

PM ‘wants to
fuel growth’
THE MINISTER for the
Northern Powerhouse and
Local Growth Jake Berry MP,
said Prime Minister Boris
Johnson has made clear his
commitment to levelling up
every part of the UK to fuel
economic growth and provide
opportunity.
He said: “We want to
make sure local communities
have more control over the
decisions that really matter to
them, including giving greater
powers to existing mayors
and delivering a new wave of
devolution deals.”
He said he was backing
“businesses to thrive, investing
billions of pounds in transport
and digital connections, and
supporting our towns to
ﬂourish”.
just those with government devolution deals, and changing Treasury investment rules to level the
playing ﬁeld for local funding.
Lord Kerslake, the head of
the Home Civil Service between
2011 and 2014 and a former Shefﬁeld City Council chief executive,
warned: “Time is not on our side.
Successive governments have

If we continue
our current
approach these
divisions will worsen.
Lord Kerslake, chairman of the UK2070
Commission.

spent the last 50 years trying to
rebalance the UK economy and
create a fairer and stronger nation. Those eﬀorts have failed and
the hard evidence uncovered by
our inquiry shows that we remain
one of the most unequal and divided nations in Europe. If we
continue our current approach
those divisions will worsen, potentially to a serious degree.”
He added: “Regardless of the
impact of Brexit, we have gone
way beyond the point where simple policy change is the appropriate response.
“We need a new model for
delivering regional policy, one
armed with the right resources
and the right tools and working
towards a long-term goal.”
Shadow Chancellor John McDonnell, who earlier this year
outlined plans to move a large
section of the Treasury to the
North, said: “This report sets the
challenging agenda that Labour
in government will respond to.
“There is a need for a dramatic reorientation of government
thinking which recognises the
scale of change needed in investment and devolution of decision
making.”
Lord Kerslake said the Power Up The North campaign led
by The Yorkshire Post and other
northern titles was “a reﬂection
of great ambition and untapped
potential”. He added: “But there
are parts of Yorkshire where the
lives people lead and the fabric
of the world around them is disturbingly deprived.
“That pattern is repeated in
other parts of the country and no
government with a meaningful
vision for the UK’s future can afford for that to continue.”
Comment: Page 12.

£2m ‘is enough’ to cover ﬂood damage

SPIRITUAL
HOME
Curator of archeology
at York Museums Trust
Lucy Creighton is pictured
with a rare 800-year-old
ﬁgure of Christ, which has
returned home to York for
the ﬁrst time in nearly two
centuries. The ornament is
being returned for display at
the Yorkshire Museum.
PICTURE: DANNY LAWSON/PA

SEE PAGE 9

‘Nimbyist aversion’ to big projects
is holding up HS2, says Cameron
TOM RICHMOND

DAVID CAMERON believes major
infrastructure projects like HS2
have stalled because Britain continues to be “blighted by a nimbyist aversion to doing anything
radical or big or expensive”.
The intervention puts Mr Cameron on another collision course
with Boris Johnson after the new
prime minister ordered a review
into the viability of the £56bn
high-speed rail project.
Mr Johnson’s inquiry comes
after he was lobbied by Conservative activists during this year’s
leadership contest about the cost
– and also its environmental impact – on the ﬁrst phase between
London and Birmingham which
is already under construction.
However Mr Cameron uses his

The Yorkshire Post
A £2M Government funding
package will be enough to help recover the uninsurable damage to
farms left devastated by summer
ﬂoods in the Yorkshire Dales and
Lincolnshire, a Whitehall oﬃcial
has insisted.
Initially announced after concerted lobbying, the Farming Recovery Fund opens for applications from today. It oﬀers grants
of between £500 and £25,000
to cover speciﬁc repair costs in-

TODAY’S WEATHER
Dry and warm with
sunshine and blue sky.
Full forecast: Back Page

Yorkshire Post 0113 243 2701
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curred by ﬂood-hit farmers in
parts of North Yorkshire and
Wainﬂeet.
Rural insurer NFU Mutual has
warned that it expects the cost of
the ﬂood damage to homes and
businesses in the Upper Dales
to exceed £3m, but a spokesman
for the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Aﬀairs
said: “We’re conﬁdent this is sufﬁcient funding to help contribute
towards the restoration of unin-

surable damage caused by this
summer’s ﬂooding.”
Farmers have until March 31
next year to apply for a share of
the funds via the Rural Payments
Agency.
Stuart Roberts, vice president
of the National Farmers’ Union,
said the opening of the fund will
be a relief to aﬀected farmers
who are coping with a “massive”
clear-up operation.
■ Continued on Page 2.

new memoir, For The Record, to
defend his government’s record
on transport and environmental
policy in the wake of his husky
photo shoot in the Arctic which
was dismissed as “a PR stunt”.
“We proved beyond doubt that
you could both cut carbon and
cut the deﬁcit, and we quietly became the greenest government
Britain had ever seen,” writes Mr
Cameron.
“Environmentalism was about
the long term – and so was my approach to infrastructure. More
investment in railways than at
any time since the Victorians.”
Defending the investment in
London’s new Crossrail line, the
former Tory leader concedes
that his approach to HS2 – and
planned spurs to Leeds and Manchester – was shaped by the last
Labour government.

“It was absurd that you could
get from London to Paris on highspeed rail, but not from London
to Manchester,” he added. “This
was setting us back in the global
race.
“So the debate about HS2 was
about more than productivity, or
the cost of living, or even our electoral prospects. It was about the
will of the West. Did we still have
the stomach to do the big things?
I believed we did.”
Though Mr Cameron cites the
creation of the Northern Powerhouse as one of his domestic policy successes, one “regret”, he says,
was a failure to confront the UK’s
long-term airport needs and,
speciﬁcally, a third runway at
Heathrow Airport. “And yet...we
decided to push it into the next
Parliament,” he rues.
* My worst nightmare: page 11.

Nocompensation
forabusevictims

IranMinisterwarns
of an‘all-outwar’

Brieﬁng

Tworailoperators
amongUK’sworst

TRANSPORT: Two of the
region’s rail operators have
been revealed to be the worstperforming in the country for
the number of trains arriving on
time after a regulator unveiled
tougher new measurements.
Figures show fewer than
two-thirds of scheduled stops
at stations were made “on time”
during the 12 months.
Full story: Page 2.

Ruralyoungatrisk
ofradicalisation

COUNTRYSIDE: Young people
in rural communities are just as
much a target of radicalisation
as those in the major UK cities,
a senior Counter Terrorism
Police oﬃcer has warned as
new ﬁgures reveal a signiﬁcant
growth in right-wing extremism.
It was revealed that young
people were being targeted by
radical groups in smaller towns.
Full story: Page 10.
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CRIME: Child sex abuse victims
are regularly missing out on
compensation owed to them
by perpetrators, an inquiry has
concluded.
A report from an independent
inquiry revealed that survivors
of child sex abuse are often retraumatised during what can
be a “frustrating, hostile and
ultimately futile” legal battle.
Full story: Page 10.

WORLD: Iran’s foreign minister
has warned that any attack on
his country over a drone and
missile strike on Saudi Arabia’s
oil industry will result in “allout war”, further increasing
tensions across the Persian Gulf.
The comments represent the
starkest warning oﬀered yet by
Iran in a long summer of attacks
and incidents.
Full story: Page 12.

TV exposure
for cycling
event ‘likely to
exceed Tour’
THE WORLDWIDE exposure
Yorkshire will enjoy during the
nine days of world championship
cycling that begin tomorrow is
likely to exceed even that of the
Tour de France in 2014, it was
forecast last night.
Some 1,400 riders from 90
countries will compete to win the
Rainbow Jersey, one of the most
coveted in the sport, as routes
radiate from Harrogate to 163
locations in all three Ridings.
It has been nearly three
years since the tourism
agency Welcome to Yorkshire
and UK Sport won the bid to
host this year’s World Road
Championships, and thousands
of spectators are expected to
descend on the region. A TV
audience of 250 million is also
forecast.
Welcome to Yorkshire said the
county would get the “biggest
global exposure” it had ever seen.
Peter Dodd, its commercial
director, said: “This is such a
huge deal for the county, and we
are beyond proud that Yorkshire
has been chosen to hold such
a prestigious event on behalf
of Great Britain. Our stunning
landscapes and unique terrain
make for some wonderful routes.
But the thing that will make it
truly unique is the Yorkshire
crowds. We know how to throw a
party and celebrate.”
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Happy 77th birthday to Down’s boy not expected to turn 10
Friday 20 September 2019 The Daily Telegraph

***

News

He still is and they spoil him
A PENSIONER with Down’s By Ed Chatterton
he’s always been very sociable. Cinderhill area of Nottingham on but she just moved out and I think
rotten. He is happy here and is
syndrome has celebrated his
Back then doctors just wrote August 16, 1942, to parents Hilda he misses her a bit. But she comes
to visit him and they Skype.”
77th birthday – despite medics East Leake, Notts, who visits surrounded by 12 other resipeople off who had Down’s and Abraham.
A Down’s Syndrome Association
Younger brother Colin, 71, died
him every week, said: “We’re dents around the same age.
saying he would not turn 10.
syndrome as they weren’t classed
“He was always told by his
three years ago but older sister spokesman said: “Thanks to mediGeorgie Wildgust’s family all very proud of him.
as ‘normal’.
“Its amazing for him to get to mum that he can do anything
credit a healthy social life and a
“Some were sent off to asylums, Jean Yessyan, 79, still keeps in cal advances and the care and love
of those around them, the average
touch from Australia via Skype.
love of dancing for him reach- this age. My grandma was told and because of that, he has
in padded cells I believe.
Georgie worked as a gardener life expectancy for people with
he would not live past 10 years always been very independent.
ing his age.
“It was awful really but Georgie
The proportion failing to reach this fore being in education for longer. The reduction in courses such as system without basic benchmark qual- cation at 18 without proper qualificaBy Camilla Turner education editor
“My grandma was a dressHe celebrated
his milestone old because of his Down’s synhas always had a strong network of and rug maker before retiring. Down’s syndrome is now between
mark has increased by 24 per cent over “This means that children spent more GNVQs, which are suitable for less ifications,” the Children’s Commission- tions,” she said. “While we should
50 and 60 years, with a small
maker
and granddad
worked
a post office
worker, added:
drome.
But time
theyin were
wrong.
month
with
family
family
and
friends
ALMOST 100,000 children arebirthday
leaving last
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after falling
for the
education,
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to er’s
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whyLongfield,
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well.
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and beyond.
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they
booksit and
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probably
because
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had
care
home
in
Carrington,
doesn’t like
being
toldministers
what colouring
the Children’s Commissioner has by the Children’s Commissioner has tions,” the report said.
with no basic qualifications at all. “He missioner,
said
urged
to of children,
shouldespecially
never be anSeventies
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authors suggested
that
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“These
are wing
children who will to
have
launch but
a review
whythat
more
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theyoung
education
“Everyone at the Down’s
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their
dancing.
It keeps
him
andsystem
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Nottingham.
do really
I dointo
think
isyoungAlmost one in five 18-year-olds Georgie
fail to
The
rise inthere
the past
years inand
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of technical
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big happy tion,
community
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the home
as oneeducation,
after
his despite
mother’s
Georgie
was one of three chil- Dancing
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qualifi-Nikki
tion Wright,
age in England
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publicother.
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One in five teenagers leaves school without five good GCSEs

Chris Smyth Health Editor

News
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Elon Musk has added to his list of
eccentric antics by releasing a twominute rap song about a dead gorilla.
The chief executive of Tesla, one of
America’s most valuable car companies, released RIP Harambe in tribute to
the gorilla at Cincinnati Zoo which
was shot in 2016 after grabbing a threeyear-old boy who had climbed into the
enclosure. The gorilla is considered
part of internet culture, with over-thetop and sincere tributes becoming a
widespread meme.
Mr Musk, 47, posted a link on Twitter
to the track on Soundcloud, the musicsharing website, listed under the
fictitious label Emo G Records. On it an
auto-tuned voice sings: “RIP Harambe,
Sipping on some Bombay, We on our
way to heaven, Amen.” It also refers to
smoking cannabis with the lines:
“Smoking on some strong, In the gorilla
zoo, And we thinking about you.”
The billionaire has previously been
filmed smoking marijuana and accused
a British cave rescuer of being a
paedophile.
Daily Express Friday, September 20, 2019
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Tens of thousands of pregnant women
will receive a blood test that could “save
lives” after a trial showed that it cuts
birth complications by halving the time
taken to diagnose pre-eclampsia.
The £80 test reduced problems such
as heart attacks and fits by a third and
the NHS has been told to make it standard nationwide.
Researchers say that the
test
is likely
By News
Reporter
to save the health service money by
sparing thousands of women at lower
risk repeated trips to hospital for blood
pressure and urine checks.
Pre-eclampsia is a potentially serious
condition involving problems with
blood supply to the placenta that affects
about one in 20 women. It is suspected
in about one in ten pregnant women,
who are offered regular check-ups.
Scientists have developed an alter-

native test that looks for low levels of hundred years, we have diagnosed pre“If this test became part of the packplacental growth factor, a hormone eclampsia through measuring blood age, we’ve got the potential to see a real
shed by healthy placentas. The test has pressure and checking for protein in a impact both on complications for
been available on the NHS since 2016, woman’s urine.
women which also drives complicaLower
age ofin-store
but only three hospitals use it regularly.
“These are relatively imprecise and tions
for babies,”
she
said.
“What we
| mobile
| online
cancer
drug
In the latest trial involving 1,000 often quite subjective. We knew that need
to see
is healthlott
this becoming
standard
ery.co.uk
women in 11 hospitals, pre-eclampsia monitoring placental growth factor was caretesting,
acrosssay
the NHS.”
oncologists
was diagnosed in an average of two an accurate way to help detect the conNHS
chiefs have put the test on a
days using the test compared with four dition but were unsure whether making “fast-track”
scheme for promising techOnly
days for standard care. It is thought that this tool available to clinicians would nologies and it is estimated that about
more intensive monitoring of women lead to better care for women. Now we 80,000 women a year suspected of
judged to be at risk of pre-eclampsia know that it does.”
having pre-eclampsia could benefit.
explained a reduction in serious comThe study showed no increase in pre- Professor Chappell added: “The
Under
the new
plications
such
assystem,
fits, strokes and heart term birth, which Professor Chappell evidence shows that widespread plaservices now classed as
if they
are late by
attacks. delayed
These
were
observed in 4 per said was encouraging because “what we cental growth factor testing could save
more than 60 seconds
Thanks
to you £110M has
been
raised
sodoctors
far
Jackpots
thousands
prizes to be
cent of women given the
test, compared
didn’t
want
was
hoiking out
ba- and
lives
and it isoffantastic
news that NHS
for grassroots
charitiesbies
across
Great they
Britain
on Tuesday,
Wednesday,
with 5 per cent of those
on standard
because
were alarmed”won
by the
England
agree.” Thursday,
Friday
andYoung,
Saturday.
care. After adjusting for other risks, the test results.
Tony
national clinical head of
test reduced the odds of such complicaAlthough the study showed no differ- innovation at NHS England, said: “This
tions by a third, according to results ence in results for babies, she said that innovative blood test, as set out in this
published in The Lancet.
there was hope in the longer term of new‘Children
study,
helps
deserve
the very determine the risks of
best cancer treatments
Lucy Chappell, of King’s College reducing stillbirths by spotting babies
pre-eclampsia
pregnancy,
enabling
so
can live asgets
long inyou
Plus every
£1theyspend
a
and as well as possible’
64.7pc
London, who led the study,
said: “For a who were struggling.
women
bethe
directed to appropriate
free
entryto
into
cations, according to a new analysis.

during this period and children there-

Third of train
City’s lost gilded
services are
Christ to return
failing to run
... 200 years on
on schedule

AN 800-year-old figure
of Christ that once
adorned an abbey will
return “home” after
nearly two centuries.
The object, made in
Limoges, France, was
found in 1826 in the
ruins of St Mary’s
By Phoebe Southworth
Abbey in York.
TRAINS are late three times more ofIt disappeared for
ten as previously thought, official fignearly 100 years before
ures reveal, as a new method of
it became part of the
measuring punctuality is introduced.
private collection of a
Between April and June last year, it
German art collector in
was reported that trains ran to schedthe 1920s.
ule almost 90 per cent of the time – but
The gilded and
this figure plummets to just over 60
enamelled ornament
per cent under the latest system.
will now be displayed at
Previous scores were based on
the Yorkshire Museum,
whether a train reached its destination
on the site of the former
on time. Services were still classed as
abbey, after it was
“on time” even if they were up to 10
bought by the York
minutes late.
Museums Trust.
A new system introduced in April
this year now rates punctuality based
The 6.3-inch figure is
on whether trains arrive at stops on
believed to have been
time, and they are only classed as “on
acquired from Limoges
time”
if they are not delayed by more
to help adorn St Mary’s
than 60 seconds.
Abbey, which was newly
It is hoped the new Office of Rail and
built in the 13th century
Road figures will give a more accurate
and the richest in the
reflection of disruption faced by comnorth of England.
muters.
It would have been
Rare...the gilded figure survived for 800
This years
means that trains were really
mounted on an
running to schedule only 62.2 per cent
enamelled cross and decorated a
figure was between 1826
and
1920,
of the
time
last year, not 86.9 per cent
religious object, such as a
when it became part ofasthe
previously reported.
manuscript cover or a casket.
collection of Franz Monheim
of trains ran to schedule 64.7
In 2019,
perlost.
cent of the time, which would have
The figure is one of few objects
Aachen, and was feared
been in
87 the
per cent under the old system.
to have survived Henry VIII’s brutal
It will now go on display
Grant
Shapps, Transport Secretary,
dissolution of the monasteries in
museum, alongside other
relics.
claimed
this change will “stop masking
the 1530s and although its hands
Lucy Creighton, of the
Yorkshire
whether
trains are really on time”.
and feet are missing, it is unusual
Museum, said: “The figure
of Christ
said: “Commuters just want their
in its completeness.
is a stunning example ofHe
13th
to run on time, and that’s my first
The statue has the remains of
century religious art - trains
few examples
priority.state.
New statistics published today
enamel decoration, is embellished
survived in such a complete
will stop masking whether trains are
with stone settings on the crown,
“This alone would make
it a very
really on time.
eyes and loincloth. There are also
special object but to be able
to this is a step in the right di“I believe
delicate cast decorations on the
trace its origins to St Mary’s
rection,Abbey
providing more accountability
crowned head, expressive face,
means it is an incredibly
and
andrare
transparency
to help hold operafinely streaked hair and beard,
extremely valuable find.
tors to account, but much more needs
torso and elaborate loincloth.
“It provides rare, tangible
to be done to get performance to where
A label stuck to the back states
evidence of the wealthitand
power
should
be.”
that it was found in the abbey’s
the ecclesiastical institution
Hull once
Trains had the worst on-time
at 36.8
ruins in 1826, just before the
held. It is a real thrill tofigure
be able
to per cent, followed by
(38.7 per cent)
Yorkshire Philosophical Society
put it on display just aTranspennineExpress
stone’s
acquired the land to build the
throw from where it would have
For more details
museum. It is not known where the been on show 800 years ago.”
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tion, and yet leave the education

100,000 children in England left edu-

approached for comment.

By Sarah Knapton Science editor

£1

HUNDREDS of children with cancer
are being denied potentially life-saving
drugs as minors are excluded from
clinical trials, according to oncologists.
Advances in cancer medicine mean it
is now possible to look for specific mutations in tumours that predict how well
drugs will work, then choose the most
effective treatment, avoiding the need
for chemotherapy and radiotherapy.
But a study by the Institute of Cancer
Research has found that although 50
per cent of children have cancers that
would respond to precision medicines,
just seven per cent have access to the
drugs because they have only been
tested on adults.
Researchers said it was “deeply frustrating” that such medicines exist but
cannot be used and called for age restrictions for trials to be lowered from
18 to 12. Dr Sally George, consultant
paediatric oncologist at the Royal
Marsden, and an ICR clinical research
fellow, said: “Children deserve the
very best cancer treatments so they
can live as long as possible and as well
as possible. We desperately need better, more intelligently designed treat-

and London North Eastern Railway (41
per cent), according to the data published by the Office of Rail and Road.
The best punctuality was recorded
by c2c (83.2 per cent).
Anthony Smith, chief executive of
watchdog Transport Focus, said passengers’ biggest priority is punctuality
and “clearly one-third of trains running
late is not acceptable”.
He added: “Transport Focus welcomes the industry heeding its call for
the figures to reflect actual arrival
times rather than allowing trains up to
10 minutes late to count as ‘on time’.
“This will help rebuild trust in the
railway.”
Susie Homan, director of planning,
engineering and operations at the Rail
Delivery Group, which represents train
companies, said: “Every minute matters for our passengers, and that’s why

Bridgend
- Scotland
The
amount Inspiring
of time thatGrowth
railway services
were
recorded Bridgend
as being ‘onFarmhouse
time’
Developed
as a
throughout 2019 under the new system

By Robert Mendick chief reporter
MARGARET ATWOOD’S long-term
partner has died of a stroke in London
while accompanying the writer on a
promotional tour for her sequel to The
Handmaid’s Tale.
Graeme Gibson, 85, who had been
suffering from dementia, died at University College Hospital on Wednesday
with friends and family at his bedside.
Atwood, 79, said the family had been
devastated by his death but relieved he
had “achieved” a “swift exit”.
Gibson, a highly regarded novelist
and conservationist, had flown to the
UK with Atwood from their home in

Re-runs of sports
matches can help
dementia patients
 Watching re-runs of classic sporting
events could prove a tonic for older
people, NHS England’s director for
dementia has said.
Prof Alistair Burns said watching old
classics could keep brains of dementia
patients active, stimulate memories
and improve their mental health.
His comments come as the opening
ceremony and first match of the 2019
Rugby World Cup kicks off today.
Prof Burns said: “For people in old
age and those living with dementia,
memorable sporting events provide a
connection with the past, prompt
conversations and improve health.

had a lovely last few weeks and he went
out on a high, surrounded by love,
friendship and appreciation. We are
grateful for his wise, ethical and committed life.”
Gibson was the author of four novels
and co-founder of both the Writers’
Union of Canada and the Writers’ Trust
of Canada. He had lived with Atwood
for the “past several decades” in Toronto. While continuing to write, she
became his primary carer with the onset of his dementia. Following the
stroke, Atwood cancelled a number of
engagements to promote her novel.
Obituary: Page 29

NHS ‘harassing’ elderly over drug errors
 The NHS is harassing elderly
patients who have accidentally
claimed free prescriptions by treating
them like “fraudsters”, MPs say.
A report by the Commons public
accounts committee said a huge
number of penalty charge notices
(PCNs) with fines of up to £100 were
handed out mistakenly, causing
significant distress. MPs said the
“presumption of guilt” meant PCNs
were issued too readily to too many
people. More than 1,600 patients have
been contacted more than 20 times

with demands for payment. However,
since 2014, around 1.7 million PCNs
– 30 per cent of all issued – have been
subsequently withdrawn because a
valid exemption was confirmed to be
in place following a challenge, the
report said.
MPs say patients are finding it
difficult to understand whether they
are entitled to free prescriptions and
the current system of fines is “a
heavy-handed rush to judgment”,
adding that the “convoluted” system
needs an overhaul.

Nurses ‘browsed phones as patient died’
 A vulnerable woman died in a

The Yorkshire Post
The Guardian Guide

care or reduce unnecessary worry
more quickly.”
Professor Young added: “The NHS,
with partners in government, will be
making this test more widely available
as part of our plans to ensure as many
patients as possible can benefit from
world-class health innovations.”
6 Up to 4,800 breast cancer patients
could benefit from a new drug combination on the NHS, the National Institute for Health and Care Excellence has
said. Abemaciclib and fulvestrant have
been shown to slow disease progression
and delay the need for chemotherapy.
New draft guidance recommends that
the treatment is made available for
some women in England with an advanced form of the disease. Overall survival data from the trial is not yet available, but the Cancer Drugs Fund offers
a means of access for NHS patients
while further research is carried out.

monthly Mega Raffle!

By Helena Horton

tasty and more sustainable than eating
prawns.
“One of the tastiest deer around is
muntjac, which is an invasive species,
too. Let Britain eat its way out of invasive species. I’m up for the job.”
Muntjac deer, shooters argue, can be
a guilt-free alternative to other red
meats.
Tim Bonner, of the Countryside Alliance, said: “They do a huge amount of
damage to woodlands across lowland
England.
“But they taste delicious. They are
the most sought-after of all the venison
species, though there’s not very much
meat on them. We need to encourage

The Daily Telegraph

Graeme Gibson,
himself a highly
regarded writer,
was accompanying
Margaret Atwood on
a promotional tour

Canada to launch The Testaments. In a
family statement, Atwood said: “We are
devastated by the loss of Graeme, our
beloved father, grandfather, and
spouse, but we are happy that he
achieved the kind of swift exit he
wanted and avoided the decline into
further dementia that he feared. He

Art Daily

£250,000

Atwood’s partner dies on book publicity tour Invasive species ‘must be eaten to be beaten’

Daily Express

The Financial Times Online

Cared for...Georgie with niece Nikki Wright and, below, with brother Colin

ments which can give children longer
ASKI - London
lives with their families and fewer side
Run multi-activity sessions
effects.
learning hub
for isolated older people
“By testing tumours for specific
gene mutations we have shown it’s posthe industry has been publishing tosible to identify smarter, kinder treatthe-minute punctuality data – the most
ment options for children.”
transparent measure of any railway in
Researchers looked for 91 mutations
Europe – since April.
in tumours from 233 British children,
“There is more to do – but over the
finding that many could benefit from
last year, while we’ve added thousands
testing, and access to precision drugs.
of extra services we’ve also seen train
Around 1,800 children are diagnosed yearly with a solid tumour and
punctuality start to improve.
the study suggests around 900 of them
“Rail staff are working hard every
could benefit from precision medicine.
day to improve train performance
Dr Mike Hubank, Head of Clinical
through innovations like digital signalling and investment in new, more reliGenomics at the Royal Marsden said:
able infrastructure and trains.”
“We’re failing future generations of
Operation
Farm
- Manchester
Coffee and Laughs - Wales
Andrew
Haines,
chief
executive of
children by not testing.”
railVolunteers
infrastructure
owner
Network
The NHS has committed to offering
help run
an orchard
in
delivers women’s activity sessions
Rail, said: “Passengers tell us punctualevery
child that
withoperate
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and each represents a different
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Health
geographical region of Great Britain. This
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correct
drugs,
results
are islikely
to Lottery North West.
Yorkshire’s Christ Lucy Creighton, curator of archaeology at the Yorkshire Museum, York,
Rail, I have restructured the company
prove fruitless.
to make this the key focus.
The team also showed that testing
displays an “incredibly rare and extremely valuable” 800-year old gilded and enamelled
“We’re making progress, as today’s
could be carried out with a simple
figure of Christ from York’s St Mary’s Abbey, which has been purchased by the museum
figures show, but we know there is
blood test rather than with an invasive
and returned to the county. The figure was made in Limoges, France, and belonged to the
much more to do and together as an inbiopsy.
monks of the Abbey, surviving the Dissolution of the Monasteries of the 1530s.
dustry we won’t stop until passengers
The research was published in the
Playersthey
mustdeserve.”
be 16 or over. Game rules and procedures apply. Excludes NI. For every £1 lottery
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of Cancer
Research.
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retailer.
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York Museums Trust

31, were arrested following a review of

RESTAURANTS should put invasive
species, including muntjac deer and
crayfish on the menu, a peer has said as
he urged the British public to eat these
“guilt-free” foods.
Lord Randall of Uxbridge, who used
to advise Theresa May on environmental issues when she was prime
minister, said eating crayfish was a
“great idea” to help our marine environment, where the invasive crustacean devastates native fish and
amphibian populations.
“Crayfish in particular are a real nuisance,” he said. “They are particularly

as many people as possible to hunt
them as they have such a disastrous effect on biodiversity.”
He added that Canada Geese are another invasive species causing nuisance, but it is illegal to sell their meat.
Hunters who kill them, however, have
been known to enjoy them in casseroles and stews.
Restaurants in London are latching
on to the trend. Ivan Tisdall-Downes,
who runs Native in Borough, has invasive species on his menu, including signal crayfish, pennywort, pineapple
weed, grey squirrel, muntjac deer, wild
Fal Oysters, Darwin’s Barberry and the
Alexander plant.

Meet the ancestors:
DNA reveals the
face of Denisovans
 The face of one of our most
mysterious ancestors has been
revealed after scientists used a
groundbreaking technique to tease
out facial features using just DNA.
Denisovans lived at the same time as
early modern humans and
Neanderthals, interbreeding with both
before becoming extinct – meaning we
still carry some of their genetic code.
But archaeologists have only found
a handful of teeth, one finger bone, a
piece of jaw and a section of arm bone
from six individuals in Russia and
China, which made reconstructing
their anatomy impossible. Instead,

Brewing up liver damage
TEETOTALLERS can suffer alcoholrelated liver damage – even though
they don’t drink.
About six in 10 non-drinkers diagnosed with fatty liver disease were
found have strains of gut bacteria that
generate alcohol in the body, a
Chinese study discovered.
Lead researcher Dr Jing Yuan said:
“We were surprised that bacteria can
produce so much alcohol.
“When the body is overloaded and
can’t break down the alcohol produced by these bacteria, you can

By Stephen Beech
develop fatty liver disease even if you
don’t drink.”
Scientists now want to find out why
some people are more susceptible to
the booze-producing Klebsiella pneumonia bug which can be introduced
to the body via food.
Non-alcoholic fatty liver disease
affects one in four adults worldwide.
The study, published in the journal
Cell Metabolism, could help develop a
screening method for early diagnosis.

The Guardian

The Telegraph Online

The Metro

The Yorkshire Post

The Yorkshire Post
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Events
Eboracum Roman Festival
Over 20,000 people came to see the Roman armies invade the
ancient city of York for the Eboracum Roman Festival in June.
With military parades through the streets of York, best-selling
authors, a hunt for York’s Amphitheatre, and the unveiling
the Wold Newton Hoard, the largest hoard of its kind ever
found in the North of Britain, the festival continued to be
a great success.

York Proms
York Museum Gardens hosted the York Proms in the summer
which was a sell-out event. Plans are in place to make this an
annual celebration in the gardens.

Days of Clay
York Art Gallery hosted Days of Clay over 23 & 24 November
2019 in collaboration with the York’s Ceramics Fair at the
Hospitium in York Museum Gardens. This year’s event was
extended to a whole weekend and was full of hands-on
opportunities, workshops, talks and performance art.
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Sounds Like Her – Gender, sound art
and sonic cultures: Curator and Artist
in Conversation
In July 2019 curator Christine Eyene was joined by artists
Sonia Boyce OBE RA, Ain Bailey and Linda O Keeffe to discuss
the inspiration behind the project and the work presented in
the exhibition, as well as exploring how the history and legacy
of women working in sound and music have impacted their
curatorial and art practices.

A Victorian Christmas
at York Castle Museum
York Castle Museum hosted the
ever-popular Christmas activities
on the Victorian Street, Kirkgate.
The street was beautifully dressed
with garlands and a glowing
Christmas tree and visitors were
entertained by our one-man
show of A Christmas Carol, the
wonderful Father Christmas
and lots of special festive treats.

“We are absolutely thrilled to win this
award. The team prides ourselves on
making sure every couple who get married
with us have the day they dreamed of, so
we are delighted that one such couple took
the time and effort to put us forward for
this award. To then win and be named the
Wedding Venue of the Year for Yorkshire is
a fantastic accolade that we are very proud
of.”
Claire Knott, wedding and events manager
for York Museums Trust

“Christmas Carol
Scrooge was fantastic.
Kept us all entertained.
Brilliant.”
Visitor comment card

27

York Museums Trust

York Museums Trust

“Couldn’t wait to visit and was everything
I expected and more with authentic
sights, sounds, smell etc, especially
loved Victorian streets, a must
visit for historical experience.”

Fundraising
We had a successful year of fundraising with £97,948 in pledges through
fundraising campaigns and individual giving in 2019/20. In response to the
COVID 19 pandemic we also launched a survival campaign in March 2020 to
increase giving whilst our doors are shut to visitors.

Tripadvisor review

York Castle Museum
Redevelopment Project
Working with City of York Council, significant progress has been made on the plans for Castle Gateway
regeneration and the redevelopment of the Castle Museum. We completed the designs and costings to
the RIBA1 stage of development by the autumn of 2019. On the basis of this we submitted an Expression
of lnterest to National Lottery Heritage Fund for Phase 1 of the development activity in 2019 but
unfortunately were unsuccessful in our funding request. We have continued to engage with stakeholders
hosting a York Castle Museum advisory group of external stakeholders and participating in public
consultations with the “My Castle Gateway” initiative sponsored by City of York Council.

What’s next?
Our planning for future periods has been disrupted by the need to survive
the Coronavirus crisis. With this in mind we are having to adapt our plans for
the period to reflect what it is possible to deliver with the current constraints
and adapt to new ways of delivery.
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Extracts from the Trustees report and audited
financial statements, year ended 31 March 2020

Note

Costs incurred by subsidiary
Charitable expenditure

Designated Funds
2020 (£)

Restricted Funds
2020 (£)

Total Funds
2020 (£)

Total funds
2019 (£)

3,294,772

11,449

100,042

3,406,263

3,099,343

Funding provided by City of York Council

6

307,000

—

200,000

507,000

706,205

Funding provided by Arts Council England

7

—

—

1,568,982

1,568,982

1,642,277

Other grants receivable

1,036,302

—

—

1,036,302

1,170,806

10

4,050,957

1,743,945

2,392,538

8,187,440

8,156,951

4,050,957

1,743,945

2,392,538

8,187,440

8,156,951

TOTAL EXPENDITURE

5,087,259

1,743,945

2,392,538

9,223,742

9,327,757

—

—

—

—

20,000

64,467

(1,731,156)

(300,720)

(1,967,409)

(1,775,603)

—

—

—

—

—

64,467

(1,731,156)

(300,720)

(1,967,409)

(1,775,603)

Net (expenditure)/income before taxation
Taxation charge

12

Net (expenditure)/income after taxation
Other recognised gains/(losses):

Donations, Legacies and General Grants
Donations and legacies

Total funds
2019 (£)

Total charitable expenditure

Net gains on Investments

Charitable Activities
2

Total Funds
2020 (£)

Charitable expenditure

INCOME FROM:
Income from charitable activities

Restricted Funds
2020 (£)

Raising Funds

(Incorporating income and expenditure account)
For the year ended 31 March 2020
General Funds
2020 (£)

Designated Funds
2020 (£)

EXPENDITURE ON:

CONSOLIDATED STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES
Note

General Funds
2020 (£)

3
5

229,076
4,500

1,340
—

154,042
68,752

384,458
73,252

524,112

Actuarial gain/(loss) on defined benefit scheme

106,625

Transfer between funds
NET MOVEMENT IN FUNDS

Other Trading Activities
Income generated by subsidiary

1,300,709

—

—

1,300,709

1,444,336
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—

845,000

—

845,000

850,000

(275,101)

201,258

73,843

—

—

(210,634)

(684,898)

(226,877)

(1,122,409)

(925,603)

RECONCILIATION OF FUNDS:

Investments

Fund balance brought forward

1,336,010

4,838,907

874,216

7,049,133

7,974,736

Interest receivable

Net movement in the year

(210,634)

(684,898)

(226,877)

(1,122,409)

(925,603)

Fund balance carried forward

1,125,376

4,154,009

647,339

5,926,724

7,049,133

TOTAL INCOME
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4

15,669

—

—

15,669

9,256

5,151,726

12,789

2,091,818

7,256,333

7,532,154
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Extracts from the Trustees report and audited
financial statements, year ended 31 March 2020
CONSOLIDATED BALANCE SHEET
As at 31 March 2020
Note

2020 (£)

2019 Restated (£)

FIXED ASSETS
Tangible fixed assets

13

Investment property

6,283,496

7,170,624

—

360,000

6,283,496

7,530,624

CURRENT ASSETS
Stock

16

75,362

66,444

Debtors

17

923,944

726,947

Cash at bank and in hand

18

1,691,975

2,430,879

2,691,281

3,224,270

(898,720)

(1,325,095)

NET CURRENT ASSETS

1,792,561

1,899,175

TOTAL ASSETS LESS CURRENT LIABILITIES

8,076,057

9,429,799

20

(9,333)

(17,666)

8,066,724

9,412,133

26

(2,140,000)

(2,363,000)

5,926,724

7,049,133

CREDITORS: falling due <1 year

CREDITORS: falling due >1 year

19

NET ASSETS EXCLUDING PENSION LIABILITY
Defined benefit pension scheme liability
NET ASSETS
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Note

2020 (£)

2019 Restated (£)

22

1,125,376

1,336,010

(2,140,000)

(2,363,000)

102,801

163,226

24,538

60,000

FUNDS
General unrestricted funds
Designated Funds

21

Pension Fund
Programme Funds
Strategic Fund
Infrastructure Fund
Property Fund
Total Designated Funds
Restricted Funds

23

166,411

65,000

6,000,259

6,913,681

4,154,009

4,838,907

647,339

874,216

5,926,724

7,049,133

The summary financial information is not the statutory accounts but a summary of information relating to both the Statement of Financial Activities and balance sheet.
The full accounts of the trust have been subject to audit and that the audit report did not contain any concerns. Details of the full accounts can be obtained on our
website www.yorkmuseumstrust.org.uk/about-us/our-people/annual-reports-and-reviews/. The annual accounts were approved on 22 September 2020.
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Support York Museums Trust
Our collections are of national and international importance, and our museums
and galleries welcome thousands of visitors each year. York Museums Trust
is a registered charity set up to care for the city’s art and heritage and
develop them for future generations.
Donations, endowments and bequests of any size are welcomed –
any gift makes a difference. For more information, or to make a donation,
please visit:

yorkmuseumstrust.org.uk/support-the-trust/donations

York Museums Trust
York Museums Trust is an independent charitable trust which manages York Art Gallery, York Castle Museum,
the Yorkshire Museum, York Museum Gardens and York St Mary’s. Charity number 1092466.
Photography by Anthony Chappel-Ross, Gareth Buddho, Red Jester, David Harrison, Charlotte Graham and Frank Dwyer.

Discover more at yorkmuseumstrust.org.uk

