Suggested workshops for KS2 residential groups visiting the Castle Museum
Although most of our workshops are suitable as stand-alone sessions, some do benefit from work done in school either before or after your visit. With this in mind, may we suggest the following for those groups on residential visits who may simply want a workshop in order to get the best from their time at the museum (those marked in blue are led by a character in costume):
Queen Victoria’s Empire 

1 hour 
Find out about the 1851 Great Exhibition and discover inventions from across Queen Victoria's Empire. Activities include creating individual printed silhouettes to take back to school, investigating mystery objects and exploring Kirkgate. KS2 pupils will also have the opportunity to examine Victorian coins from across the Empire.

Victorian Classroom 
1 hour
Pupils will discover what it felt like to go to school in Victorian times and might be glad to get back to your classroom after an hour with our Victorian school teacher!  During the lesson, set in our Victorian schoolroom, pupils will use the abacus and try some simple arithmetic, practise their handwriting, apply their reading skills and take part in drill to help them feel fully immersed in Victorian childhood.  

Troubled Times in Victorian York 
1 hour
Led by an Actor, £100 per session

Our Victorian street, Kirkgate, is always full of characters, but none as colourful as Joseph Beedham – street trader and loveable rogue.  Pupils take a tour of Kirkgate with Joseph, but when he is arrested for theft, they become his judge and jury and help to decide his fate.  Will Joseph be found guilty or innocent? A great addition to your PSHE curriculum!
‘One Man’s War’ 
1 hour  

Led by an Actor, £100 per session

Meet Great War veteran Lieutenant Frank Wood (actor, Chris Cade) and play a part in his story. Be recruited into his regiment, the East Riding of Yorkshire Yeomanry, and set sail for Alexandria. Help him relive his experiences of the Middle Eastern Theatre of War, including defending the Suez Canal, fighting the Battles of Gaza and being part of the last great cavalry charge in Britain’s military history! But first, be trained and prepared for the desert. Learn to follow orders and forget home comforts as you look to take on the Turks as part of the Egyptian Expeditionary Force. Lawrence of Arabia, camaraderie and patriotism inspire you to keep going despite intense heat, disease and heavy casualties...   

Electricity 

1 hour
After a brief tour of museum displays noting the change in use of electricity through our recent past, pupils will look at its role in the First World War before making their own Morse code machine to take back to school. (One machine between two will be made during the workshop and resources given to make the rest back at school). This workshop provides a great cross-curricular approach to the subject. 

Crime and Punishment 
1 hour 

Learn what a grim place York Prison could be by hearing the story of a real felon imprisoned here as told by his brother or sister. Handle original objects used in the prison over its last hundred years, look at prison diets throughout history and even carry out a prisoner's daily exercise. This workshop is a great starting point for studying crime and punishment through time.  

Swinging Sixties 

1 hour 30 mins 

Swing on down to the Castle Museum and explore the decade when the cars and the skirts were mini!  Pupils visit our Sixties gallery where they will compare the fifties and sixties by trying on costume, listening to music, exploring lifestyle changes, and even ‘launching’ a space rocket! This session uses real artefacts and archive footage to set the decade in its post war context; giving pupils an appreciation of just how much Britain had changed by the end of the 1960s. This workshop is a great starting point for looking at leisure and entertainment in the 20th Century. 
York Prison through time 
1 hour 30 minutes
In this cross-curricular workshop, combining art and history, pupils are encouraged to examine the evidence and investigate how the museum building has changed over time, using old photographs and plans of York Castle and York Prison. They will look at what remains of the 15th century castle and the 18th century prison area and make their own drawings to record their findings.

Hidden York 
1 hour 30 minutes
This walking tour takes pupils around York spotting signs, remains and details often overlooked, giving a rounded view of how York has changed through the centuries. The workshop ends at the Castle Museum with an object handling session of everyday items through time.
Medicine in Victorian England 

1 hour

In this cross-curricular science and history workshop, pupils will visit the pharmacy in Kirkgate, our Victorian Street, where they will have the opportunity to find out about just how different medicine and health was 150 years ago. Activities include trying their hand at pill rolling, medicine mixing and diagnosing diseases rife at the time, before deciding on the best treatment (all in a safe way!). This workshop is a great starting point for looking at changes in social history.
